
Faux	College	Entrance	Exam	

FUNDING	ACTIVITY	(Part	B)1		
	

To	follow	Financial	Worksheet	(school	funding)	activity.	
	
Based	upon	your	socioeconomic	status	(SES)	as	assigned	for	the	last	activity,	you	are	
to	answer	each	of	the	questions	on	the	following	sheet.		This	task	will	be	timed	and	
graded.	Your	score	on	this	high-stakes	test	will	in	part	determine:	a)	what	college	
you	are	admitted	to,	b)	your	success	in	that	college,	c)	you	career	options	following	
high	school,	etc.	In	other	words,	the	following	test	is	a	metaphor	for	a	SAT	or	ACT.	
	
NOTE:	You	may	purchase	any	resources	you	might	need	to	answer	these	questions	
(based	of	course	upon	what	you	can	afford).	The	activity	is	timed,	so	keep	this	in	
mind	when	you	choose	the	resources	your	group	will	‘rent.’	
	
	
	
	
	
	

 
  

 
 

	
1	Teachers	should	refer	to	additional	instructions	at	the	end	of	this	document.		

Groups	 Money/Capital	
1)	Poor	 $50	
2)	Middle	Class	 $100	
3)	Wealthy	 $150	
NOTE:	For	limited	resources,	SES	status	determines	
who	gets	resources	first;	students	with	more	financial	
resources	get	to	use	resources	first.	

Resources	 Associated	Costs	
Paper	and	Pencil	(required)	 $10	Each	
Teacher	Help	 1) Mediocre	Teacher	Help:	$5	

2) Good	Teacher	Help:	$10	
3) Excellent	Teacher	Help:	$15	

Dictionary	 $5	Each	Use	
Map	of	Europe	(1980)	 $10	
Map	or	Europe	(2019)	 $20	
New	Atlas	 $20		
Old	Atlas	 $10	
Almanac	(dated)	 $10		
Almanac	(new)	 $20	
Economics	Textbook	 $20	
Science	Textbook	 $10	
History	Textbook	 $30		
History	Textbook	(glossary)	 $10	per	use	
Data	Book	(child	well-being)	 $20		
Calculators	 $40	Each	
Computers	w/	Internet	Access	 $100	Each	



Faux	College	Entrance	Exam	

 
Test 

 
Group: ______________________ 
	
	

1) What	is	“orography”?	
	

2) What	is	the	cube	root	of	4913?	
	

3) In	what	country	is	the	city	of	Maracaibo	located?	
	

4) What	is	“imperium”?	
	

5) What	countries	border	the	Black	Sea?	
	

6) Rounded	to	the	nearest	hundred	thousand,	what	are	the	respective	
populations	of	Madagascar	and	the	United	Arab	Emirates?	

	
7) Solve	the	following:			45,678,910	/	873.5	(round	to	the	nearest	100th).	

	
8) Who	was	Clara	Barton?	

	
9) SCIENCE:	What	are	Plasmodesmata?	

	
10)	What	two	states	have	the	highest	child	poverty	rates	and	what	are	

these	rates?	

11)  Solve for Y:   (368 x Y)/23 = 32 

12) Economics: What is “Perfect Price Discrimination”? 

13) Early in his career, President Nixon made a speech in which he described 
being given a pet dog. This dog's name was: 

14) Name, in order, the world’s five wealthiest people according to Forbes 
Magazine:  

15) What are the world’s five largest cruise ships (in terms of gross tonnage)? 

16)		Solve:				(10	points)	
	
	 4231.56	X	.741	=		
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Rubric	for	test	outcomes:	
	
Grading:   7 points for each question (answers that are partially correct can receive 
partial credit).  105 Total Points Possible.  Your Score:  _______________ 
	
	
130	=	Perfect	Score	on	SAT	&	great	high	school	experience	at	a	private	prep	
school	

Choose your top-ten college and congratulations on your partial or full academic scholarship. You 
will, given hard work in college, have your choice of graduate schools. First year of college seems 
relatively “easy” to you because much of it is review of knowledge already gained in high school. 
You are the educational and social “elite.” In high school, your highly qualified teachers all knew 
your name, your interests, your parents… 

	
115-129 = Excellent ACT/SAT scores, good high school grades at a highly respected 

private school or wealthy public school. 
Choice of college (depends solely on how hard to work in school). You will have an excellent 
education in college and graduate schools are an obvious option for you. Jobs right out of school 
relatively lucrative. First year of college relatively easy—lots of time to socialize, travel, and “find 
yourself.”  Your teachers in high school were your mentors. 

	
100-114 = Very respectable SAT/ACT and good high school grades at a good school. 

Upper-level (top fifty) college acceptances. Many educational opportunities. Graduate school an 
option. No real academic adjustment problems to college. You—and your parents—can brag about 
your SAT scores. Good money in your future. Excellent high school teachers, facilities, 
experiences (extra-curricular)… 

	
80-99 = Good (average) SAT/ACT at a good high school. 

Choice	of	colleges	somewhat	limited	(depending	in	part	upon	your	high	school	grades).	You	
will	definitely	get	into	some	4-year	college	and,	with	hard	work,	you	can	do	well	therein.	
Some	adjustment	problems	if	you	go	to	a	better	college	b/c	some	of	the	knowledge	other	
students	know	you	is	foreign	to	you.	At	a	better	college,	you	feel	somewhat	alienated	from	
other	students.	At	a	mid-level	college,	you	fit	in	better	but	wonder	about	the	quality	of	your	
classes/coursework.	Graduate	school	an	option	with	very	hard	work	in	college	(your	grades	
in	college	need	to	help	make	up	for	relative	obscurity	of	your	school).	

	
70-79 = Lower Average SAT/ACT Score at a mediocre public high school (its 

reputation is not very strong).  
You	must	consider	very	small,	less-academically-rigorous	4-year	colleges	or	a	junior	
college/community	college	to	start.	Your	scores	are	below	average	nationwide,	and	the	
better	schools	won’t	touch	you,	in	part	because	your	high	school	does	not	have	a	very	strong	
reputation.	You	will,	at	many	colleges,	feel	academically	under-prepared	or	simply	
unprepared.	Your	first	year	will	be	a	major	struggle.	Graduate	school	is	unlikely	unless	you	
do	exceptionally	well	in	your	first	year(s)	and	transfer	to	a	better	school.	

	
60-69 = Below average SAT/ACT scores at low-performing high school. 

Community college or junior college are your only real choices (they have open admissions). You 
may get lucky—with some ‘connections’ to get into a small, low-tier college. You are likely to 
be/have been tracked into a trade rather than an academic field b/c you have low academic skills. 
Carpentry, plumbing, etc. are options, though they take significant coursework which may or may 
not prove difficult for you.  
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50-59 = Low SAT/ACT scores (generally combined with average to below average 
grades) at a poor public high school.  

Community college for a “trade” your only real continuing education option, though you’ll be 
lucky to survive there b/c you have not received the training or background knowledge you need. 
You don’t read well (6-8th grade level at best), you cannot write a good sentence (much less a 
paragraph, letter, or essay), your math skills are basic-level, and your science background is 
virtually non-existent. You’ll have trouble helping your own children with middle-school and 
high-school level homework. 

 
<  49  = Abysmal SAT/ACT scores at an impoverished, inner-city high school. 

No wonder you didn’t do well: your teachers are under-paid, under-qualified in their disciplines, 
and burned out. Your school library was pitiful; your school offered no AP classes. The building 
itself was falling apart and there were many temptations outside of the building (drug sales, 
various criminal activities). Your own parents hardly speak English or dropped out of school very 
early (no real importance placed on schooling). Going to jail is not even a mark of shame to 
you/your community and is thus another option.  
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TEACHER	DIRECTIONS	
The	point	of	the	activity	is	to	create	metaphors	for	the	relationship	between	access	
to	high	quality	schools	and	resources	to	eventual	success	on	such	things	as	college	
entrance	exams	and	success	in	the	first	year	of	college.	The	point	students	should	
take	from	this	activity	is	that	there	is	not	a	level	playing	field	in	the	preparation	of	
American	students	for	“college	and	career	readiness”	and	thus	that	a	central	tenet	of	
the	ideology	of	meritocracy	is	invalid.	The	availability	of	educational	resources,	
which	closely	correspond	to	socioeconomic	status,	correlates	with	the	quality	of	
education	one	receives	and	the	opportunities	one	has	post	high	school.	The	lower	
SES	students	can	work	harder	than	their	wealthier	peers	but	that	alone	cannot	make	
up	for	a	lack	of	educational	resources	and	quality	teaching.		
	

1) I	found	that	using	faux	money	($5,	$10,	$20,	$100	bills)	for	the	activity	
facilitated	the	activity	and	brought	greater	student	buy-in	to	participation.	
Monopoly™	money	works.	I	created	my	own	unique	bills	with	images	I	found	
online	(images	of	my	dog	in	lieu	of	presidents).		

2) It	is	very	helpful	for	the	teacher	to	have	a	classroom	volunteer	who	will	serve	
as	banker	(to	keep	track	of	the	money	being	spent	by	students)	to	free	the	
teacher	to	monitor	and	explain	the	activity	to	students.		

3) Teachers	using	this	methodology	should	examine	the	questions	above	and	
change	them	per	their	contexts	(e.g.,	the	wealthiest	person	in	the	world	or	
the	largest	ship,	skyscraper,	etc.	are	subject	to	change	with	time).	These	
changes	represent	the	resources	and	access	to	information	within	different	
schools.	

4) Teachers	should	compile	educational	resources	that	are	of	stronger	and	
lesser	value	to	answering	the	questions.	An	internet-connected	computer	
will	allow	students	with	money	to	answer	all	questions	quickly	and	with	
accuracy	(high	SES	students)	whereas	old	almanacs,	old	maps,	and	hard-to-
find	answers,	etc.	may	provide	information	that	is	no	longer	valid	or	that	is	
frustrating	and	time-consuming	to	find.		

5) Teachers	should	provide	help	to	students	based	upon	what	the	student(s)	
can	afford	to	pay.	This	represents	the	fact	that	many	of	the	best	teachers	in	a	
district	gravitate	toward	the	highest	performing	schools	while	novice	
teachers	and	uncertified	teachers	are	most	often	placed	in	the	highest	needs	
schools.		

6) It	is	a	good	strategy	to	put	the	scoring	rubric	on	an	overhead	or	PowerPoint	
slide	and	go	over	it	with	students	once	the	latter	have	reported	their	scores.	
It	is	also	helpful	for	the	differently	grouped	students	to	see	how	their	peers	
did	depending	upon	their	socioeconomic	status.		

7) It	is	important	for	teachers	to	explain	that	the	activity	is	an	analogy	and	not	
meant	as	a	true	comparison	to	reality.	That	said,	the	veracity	of	the	analogy	
holds	true.	Data	showing	differential	educational	outcomes	by	zip	code	and	
SES	are	both	explained	by	and	help	explain	this	activity.	

8) It	is	helpful	to	follow	up	this	activity	with	clear	evidence	of	educational	
discrepancies.	The	Shame	of	the	Nation	(Jonathan	Kozal)	and	related	videos	
highlight	the	fact	that	huge	educational	disparities	exist	within	our	public	
schools	and	that	these	disparities	are	almost	always	related	to	socioeconomic	
status.		


